I N a paper which was sent to the Medico-Chirurgical Society In the second set of experiments, blood, and the serum, the fibrin, and the colouring matter of blood, were exposed to common air, in close vessels, over mercury. The results obtained were in accordance with the preceding, and, as it appears to me, explanatory of them.
I may mention, that the blood used was placed in a vessel over mercury a few minutes after it was drawn, having been cooled quickly by immersion in water. During the first twelve hours, the volume of air over it was not sensibly changed. Soon after there was a diminution of the bulk of the air, and this diminution gradually increased. When greatest it was nearly equal to the volume of the blood. This was accompanied by a change of form of the crassamentum;?it, as it were, dissolved away, and an apparently homogeneous fluid was formed. And next, there was an augmentation of the bulk of the air. By examination at different times I have found that the volume of air remained unchanged till putrefaction commenced;?that carbonic acid gas was formed and absorbed by the blood;?that the diminution of volume of the air continued till the blood was saturated with carbonic acid ;?and that its augmentation was owing to farther evolution of this gas, connected with the formation of ammonia and the progressive changes of the putrefactive decomposition. 
